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HEADLINE: CONTA NT IS URGED FOR EX-LOOW SITE 

BYLINE: By THAD KOMOROWSKI, News Niagara Correspondent 

DATELINE: LEWISTON 

BODY: 
Long-term containment of the radioactive materials at the government's former Lake Ontario Ordinance Works 
was strongly advocated Thursday by the site manager for the U.S. Department of Energy. 

Ronald E. Kirk of the department's Former Sites Restoration Division said "containment is the only option" for 
the 255,000 cubic yards of radioactive materials stored at the 191-acre site that straddles the Lewiston-Porter 
border The containment structure, sealed by a clay cap and sides, would be subject to continual monitoring to 
alert officials to any leakage, he said. Kirk spoke before the Community Alliance for Lewiston and Porter 
environmental committee as the first half of a presentation and discussion of what to do with the site that stores 
materials used in the Manhattan Project which developed the atomic bomb during World War 11. 

The second part of the series will feature representatives of the Residents Organized for Lewiston-Porter's 
Environment who will present their position for the removal of the materials Nov. 3. 

The most dangerous part of the materials -- about 4,000 cubic yards containing "K-65" -- accounts for 90 
percent of all its radioactivity, Kirk noted. 

Currently there is not a high-level waste repository in the United States that could accept the material. However, 
one is planned for Nevada that would take similar materials now stored in Ohio, he said. 

Access to the K-65 would be part of the design of the permanent cap here, Kirk said 

Maintaining the site now costs about $ 1.3 million a year, Kirk noted. Once the cap was installed and only 
monitoring was taking place, operations would run about $ 500,000 annually. 

Exhuming the materials would cost $ 100 million, according to Kirk. 

Plans to implement the clay seal were put on hold this year when residents as well as officials from the U. S. 
Environmental Protection Agency and state Department of Environmental Conservation put up opposition 

Once the controversy was raised, the National Academy of Sciences was called in to review the site plan, Kirk 
said. Having visited the site twice since May, the scientists are expected to come up with a recommendation for 
its future. He said the Academy of Sciences report, due in January, is "the next milestone" in the saga of the 
Pletcher Road facility, now known as the Niagara Falls Storage Site. 
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The plan would be "committed to the community," he promised. "All of this will be done with interaction with 
the community," he said. 
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